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The poster prepared within the European Union LIFE program "LIFE Nature and Biodiversity" project LIFE CoHaBit ““Coastal Habitat Conservation in Nature Park “Piejura”” (LIFE15 NAT/LV/000900). 
The implementation of the project is coordinated by the Carnikava Municipality in cooperation with the Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia, Riga City Council's City Development Department and

NGO “Baltic Coasts” with the financial support of the EU LIFE program and State Regional Development Agency Administration of Latvian Environmental Protection Fund

INTRODUCTION

Carnikava Municipality is located in Vidzeme, Latvia, on the shores of Gulf of Riga. Carnikava includes a big part of the nature park "Piejūra" (NATURA 2000 site). 

Statistically 90% of the area of nature park "Piejūra" in located in Carnikava county. In Carnikava county are 16 out of 24 EU habitats identified in nature park 

“Piejūra”. Total area of habitats in Carnikava: 2118.2 ha. Together 60% of all EU importance habitats found in nature park "Piejūra" are located in Carnikava county. EU 

importance habitats cover 26 % of the area of Carnikava county. 

The greatest natural value is pine forests and seaside with sandy beaches and dunes. The most represented habitats in Carnikava are 2120 Shifting dunes along the

shoreline with Ammophila arenaria ("white dunes"), 2130 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation ("grey dunes") and 2180 Wooded dunes of the

Atlantic,Continental and Boreal region. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The wooded dunes were planted 60-80 years ago, but have never been maintained.

They were densely fused, creating adverse habitat conditions. The gray dunes were

overgrown with pines from the nearby wooded dunes, thus transforming the habitat

and damaging it. Coastal erosion still is a serious problem in Carnikava, as the number

of holidaymakers on the beach is increasing every year, thus increasing the

anthropogenic load on the sensitive coastal habitats in the nature park "Piejūra".

Within the framework of the LIFE CoHaBit project (LIFE15NAT/LV/000900), several

coastal habitat restoration measures have been carried out in Carnikava as a project

demo site in years 2018-2020.

63 ha of Wooded dune habitat restoration

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

7 ha of Grey dune habitat restoration

Coastal erosion measures - reed and pine fences (lenght 1139 m), wind blow areas

covering with pine branches and gramineous plants planted near the fences

It is too early to say how big positive impact was on the costal habitats restoration right after habitat restoration work, specially in gray dune, wooded dune habitats.

Change in nature is not obvious yet, but is seen in the long term.

There are already positive observations regarding vegetation regeneration in visitor-driven and wind-blown dunes and new pine browse observed in wooded dunes.

Long-term monitoring will show how successful the activities carried out during the project have been. In order to ensure favorable habitat conditions and reduce

threats in the future, it is necessary to carry out timely monitoring and take the necessary measures in the long term.
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