
Monitoring of the project`s LIFE CoHaBit socio-economic impact on 
the local economy and population, example of the Nature Park 

“Piejūra” 

NP Piejūra offers its visitors a range
of ecosystem services and is one of
the most visited nature parks in the
region. NP Piejūra is popular for
tourists and recreational use,
especially during the summer
season, when most people go to
relax on the beach. NP Piejūra it is
not only an important nature
protection object, but also has an
important economic, social, cultural
and recreational significance.
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Actuality

International Conference “Sustainable Management and Conservation of Coastal Habitats and species”

Materials and methods

Results

• Natura 2000 site  
• 24 habitats and 82 species of the Boreal region and EU 

importance
• total area 4180 ha
• is located in 3 municipal territories - Rīga city, Carnikava

county, Saulkrasti county
• overlap interests of different sectors - nature protection, 

culture, recreation, tourism, forestry, education 
• huge anthropogenic pressure
• the habitat quality is rapidly decreasing
• lack of habitat management and recreational infrastructure

Nature Park (NP) “Piejūra”

The elaborated monitoring plan is based on the analysis of the functional zoning and natural areas of the nature park. Data was provided from local governments, by conducting

surveys of visitors and residents, and by analyzing information from publicly available databases. The data obtained within the survey were analyzed using the statistical data

processing program SPSS. For the digitalization of the spatial data, free software’s QGIS and Google Maps have been used.

Socio-economic impact monitoring was implemented to assess the impact on the

local economy and population, as well as to analyze visitor flow and their activity

impacts within the LIFE CoHaBit project. Analyzing the territory of the nature park

from the socio-economic point of view, it should be mentioned that no or very little

economic activity is performed in the territory. Also, number of inhabitants in the

territory of the park is insignificant.

Thus, the assessment of the situation of the NP Piejūra is performed
by including its adjacent territory. Within the framework of
economic impact monitoring, forestry, business, tourism and
recreation, socially significant environmental activities are analyzed.
Within the framework of social impact monitoring, recreation,
educational opportunities, and social activities are analyzed.

NP Piejūra and habitats is a crucial source for recreation and wellbeing of local communities, summer residents and various types of

visitors from one day visitors to foreign tourists. The main findings of the monitoring:

• Analyzing the planned and existing projects in the

NP Piejūra, it can be seen that the facilities created

in them equally envisage improvements in

recreation opportunities and are aimed at reducing

anthropogenic load in the park area. Also

implemented environmental projects include

environmental education and public awareness

raising activities. Thus, it can be concluded that in NP

Piejūra is increasingly investing in its protection,

improvement of the condition of habitats and

development of infrastructure.
A trail and platform in Carnikava beach (Carnikava
municipality)

• More than 20% of park visitors go to the park very

often to go swimming, watch the sunset and sunbathe,

so it can be assumed that for some park visitors the

main destination in the park is the beach.

Carnikava beach in summertime (carnikava.lv)

• According to the survey data of the NP Piejūra, the highest priority

for the nature park should be given to environmental protection,

as well as tourism and recreation, but the most significant NP values

are dunes and beaches, as well as forests and untouched nature

territories.

• The profile of the most frequent visitor to the NP Piejūra is a woman with a master's degree aged 40 to 62 with a net income of

500 to 1,000 euros per month, living in Riga.

• Mostly different types of events are organized during

the warm seasons. 85% of all annual events take place

from April to October. The months of June and July are

the most active.

Expedition organized in July in nature park in 
Lilaste (R.Arāja)

• Entrepreneurship in the NP area is seasonal, as well 
as locally focused in several places, where there are 
well-developed infrastructure.

Parking lots, catering services and equipment rental points 
in NP Piejūra in Riga (Baltijas krasti, 2019)

Recreation opportunities in NP Piejūra (Baltijas
krasti, 2019)

Fishing in Gauja river in NP Piejūra (R.Arāja)

Conclusions

NP Piejūra natural values and the Natura 2000 brand opens possibilities to access financial assistance that can contribute to the diversification of economic activities in

the territory, especially in the development of tourism, which would provide revenue growth in tourism-related sectors. The territory of the park is in demand not only

during the summer season, but throughout the year. An important precondition for the popularity of the area is its accessibility by public transport. In recent years

there has been a unified planned progress in ensuring the improvement and quality of the infrastructure and overall territory of the nature park. In general, economic

activity in coastal areas is largely determined by the infrastructure that contributes to the development of tourism potential.
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