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INTRODUCTION

Nature park “Piejūra” is the third most important Natura 2000 territory in Latvia for the conservation of habitat type 1630* Boreal baltic coastal
meadows. Coastal meadows are an important habitat for protected plant species such as Armeria maritima, Trifolium fragiferum, Glaux maritima, 

Taraxacum palustre, and others. This habitat is one of the few localities of Angelica palustris in Latvia. 
In Latvia this habitat type is very rear, it’s total area is only 180 ha, which is only 0,4 % of the total semi-natural grassland area. In Nature Park “Piejūra” 

coastal grasslands are found in Vakarabuļļi on the banks of Buļļupe and Lielupe, and in Daugavgrīva. They occupy 28.06 ha, which forms one sixth of
the total habitat area in Latvia.

The poster prepared within the European Union LIFE program "LIFE Nature and Biodiversity" project LIFE CoHaBit ““Coastal Habitat Conservation in Nature Park “Piejura”” (LIFE15 
NAT/LV/000900). The implementation of the project is coordinated by the Carnikava Municipality in cooperation with the Nature Conservation Agency of Latvia, Riga City Council's City
Development Department and NGO “Baltic Coasts” with the financial support of the EU LIFE program and State Regional Development Agency Administration of Latvian Environmental

Protection Fund

The quality of the coastal meadows in Vakarbuļļi were assessed as poor, the semi- natural grassland was heavily overgrown by shrubs, thick layer of
the old grass litter was formed and in wet places high dominance of reed Phragmites austaralis was found. Since 2010, the Rīga City Council is
supporting the management of grasslands in Vakarbuļļi Nature reserve by mowing, pasturing, in some sites also by felling of shrubs and by elimination
of invasive plant species, but this management was insufficient, because phenological phases of the plants wasn’t taken in to account.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

RESULTS

On 2017 till 2019 new approach for grassland management was implemented in Vakarbuļļi during the project LIFE CoHaBit LIFE 15 NAT/LV/000900: At
the first stage, in the first year, the old grass was raked out from grass and shrubs were cut down. Also, in the driest territory, topsoil was removed to
promote introduction of endemic species. After the first mowing, it was harrowed to take the remaining grass litter off. Over the next two years
mowing in different time of the year leaving unmown strips was introduced in the 4,54 ha large territory. To reduce reed expansion in Daugavgrīva
Nature reserve Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus minor seeds were harvested and sown in the grass.

Armeria maritima Dactylorhiza maculata
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